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REMEMBER OUR SPONSORS

As a thriving, ambitious and ever expanding Club 
it has become clear over the last decade that we 
cannot survive on membership and internal 
resources alone. Our leading sponsors have 
ploughed serious amounts into the Club over the 
last decade and I would like to thank especially 
all our ‘Business Around Rugby’ members.

Letchworth Roofing Limited, our leading Sponsor 

It also goes without saying that we have received 
great support from Letchworth Heritage 
Foundation in terms of grants, rent assistance 
and marketing fees over the years. Again our 
thanks to the Governors and Managers of this 
unique institution.

Finally and not least a big thank you to our own 
chairman, David Sharp’s business – D B Sharp 
and Sons Limited who have been kit sponsors for 
the past five years as well as providing many 
other building repairs at little or no cost.

I would also like to thank all the ‘Letchworthian’ 
members and all our sponsors and advertisers 
however small whose funds keep us going from 
year to year.

In these dark days of recession it is not always 
easy to keep up sponsorship when other areas of 
the budget are being cut so it is important that 
Club Members support all our sponsors if they 
can.

So if you are looking for a new roof – don’t forget 
to contact Letchworth Roofing and state you are a 
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since 1994, have been fantastic supporters of the 
Club over this period. I have met with Keith 
Crofton and Tony Watkins over the close season 
and we hope that the relationship will continue 
well into this Century! 

Ashe Construction Limited, and Conamar 
Limited, well known and respected construction 
firms in the area from Hitchin and Stevenage 
respectively have also been great supporters over 
the years as have Stapleton Tyres and Exhaust 
with Eric Foster a regular lunch attendee.



Club Member – likewise Ashe, Conamar or 
Sharps for any construction project and 
Stapleton’s already offer our members special 
deals on tyres and exhausts from their local 
depots.

The new Letchworth Calendar features all our 
main advertisers and sponsors – so please take 
one when they are published and – Support our 
Supporters! 

Thank you 

Brian 

CLUB SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Following on from the last article you will find 
details of all the Club Sponsorship packages in 
the middle pages of this newsletter – From 
Business Around Rugby to basic advertising 
package. Please, please, please – if you know 
someone who you think would like to support us 
– or if you yourself would like to then contact 
Brian Burke or Mark Adams who will do the rest. 
There are loads of great benefits of supporting 
our great rugby club.

EXCITING TIMES AHEAD 

Time goes quick when you get past 50! – and it is 
amazing to think that we are on the threshold of 
another season. There is much promise on the 
playing side from Under 7s through to the 4 
senior sides. Not of course forgetting the two girls 
sides. We have never had so many able coaches 
or referees in the Club Ranks all of which is highly 
encouraging.

Good Luck All Teams In 2009/102

Many of you will now have heard that the Club 
intends to develop its facilities over the coming 
five years with the help of Letchworth Garden City 
Heritage Foundation and the RFU. The first stage 
which is the drainage and development of the 
2nd XV pitch and new flood lights has already 

been passed and we hope that work will start on 
this very soon. There may be temporary 
inconveniences for this season vis a vis training 
but it will be well worth it in the long run.

The second stage will be the development of our 
new pitches in the field towards Baldock, the 
upgrading of the 1st XV pitch and the upgrading 
of parking and access to the club which we hope 
will commence in the next 12/24 months. Finally 
the third stage will be development of the Club 
House which will need a great deal of fundraising 
on our part as well as looking for Grants, loans, 
awards from the various supporting and 
governing bodies. 

So yes these are exciting times for Letchworth 
Garden City RUFC and also extremely challenging 
ones.

As ever the Club operate from a small working 
base and it is vital that we expand this over the 
next few years.. We always need more 
volunteers no matter in how small a capacity. If 
you feel you have something you can give to the 
club please contact either Dave Sharp, Inder 
Johal or Danny Ryall – any contributions of your 
time and effort will always be welcomed – so 
don’t be shy! 



LAST CHANCE FOR PRE-XMAS 
INTERNATIONAL TICKETS 

There are still some tickets available for 
England pre-Xmas International clashes 
with Australia (November 7th) and New 
Zealand (November 21st). Please contact 
Brian Burke on 01462 422555 or 07768 
274039. Ticket prices range from 
£85/£71/£60/£52/£41.

NB: You must be a fully paid up Member or 
Sponsor to apply for these tickets 

CLIVE CELEBRATES 50 GREAT 
YEARS

Clive ‘Delboy’ Delamain celebrated 50 years 
of Senior Rugby in style on Sunday 6th 
September in front of a vociferous Crowd.

The game organised by Long Term Friend 
and 1st XV prop Darren “Big Dog” Spillane 
saw a really good turnout of father and son 
combos - Birketts, Mansfields, Howmans, 
Atkinsons Robinsons, Delamains, Hetts, 
Spillanes, Winwoods, Leggetts (& in Law Tubbs) - these 
were from Letchworth alone and there were several from 
Stevenage and one from Cheshunt.

The game was played in great spirit and well refereed by 
Steve “Penalty Letchworth” Ward with son Jamie scoring 
two memorable tries. Even the Prez had a five minute run 
out much to the delight of Boof.

Furthermore the game raised £400 for the Wooden Spoon 
Society and Help 
the Heroes - so 
w e l l  d o n e  
e v e r y b o d y  -  
especially Big Dog 
for organising and 
Clive for reaching 
his milestone.
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LETCHWORTH ‘OLD 
BOYS’

DO WELL AT 7s
Letchworth ‘old boys’– James Tirrell 
(Saracens) and Ryan de la Harpe (Sale 
Sharks) had excellent outings at the 
Middlesex 7s held on August 15th.  
James scored several times for Sarries in 
the main competition until their exit 
against London Irish (the eventual 
winners) whilst Ryan scored two tries in 
the Plate final to secure victory for the 
Sharks – Well done both of you!!



YOUTH SECTION 

I have really enjoyed my first year as Chairman of 
the Youth section. This is a dynamic section of 
the Club which is run by the Youth Management 
Team (YMT). Each one of the members of the YMT 
as volunteers has done their bit. The Chairman of 
the Club Dave Sharp sits on the YMT and having 
him there has been immense.

When the YMT started out last season, we had a 
vision which mirrors the Club Vision Statement. 
Now a mission statement and vision is just that 
unless it is put in to action. We certainly have 
built on the sound foundations laid by Dave 
Sharp and Dave Roberts.

This year we will 
have an under 17s 
team and, for the 
first time, a team 
representing all of 
the age groups 
from Under 7 to 
Under 17. That was 
an objective of the 
You th  sec t ion 
which has been 
achieved. 

Additionally each 
team now has a 
manager. We like 
our coaches to concentrate and develop their 
skills in coaching and the managers have done a 
fantastic job in freeing up the coaches time to 
enable them to do so.

Mike Clement, our Director of Coaching has put 
together a robust structure for coaching 
throughout the Club. We invest in quality 
coaching and coach development and it gives 
me great pride to state that we are going to start 
an Elite Academy at Letchworth RUFC for the 
junior section. As well as developing our future 
senior players, the Academy has another 
purpose of developing our future coaching 
talent. 

LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY
RUFC YOUTH SECTION

Our Website : www.letchworthrugby.com

 

The Academy is designed to develop gifted 
players, those that have the potential and to 
encourage others to try and enhance their skills 
to endeavour to get in to the Academy. It will also 
bring the junior club together so that the players 
get to know each other and socialise including 
the coaches and managers which should make 
their journey in to the senior club easy as, by 
default, they should know players who have 
already made the step. More importantly, they 
should be retained in rugby.

The YMT and the volunteers do all of this as we 
feel that we are responsible for the future of the 
Club and to a certain extent, rugby in our area so 
that we maintain our status as the leading club in 
North Herts. Only by concentrating on quality 
coaching and personal development will we 
manage that. The role of the Youth section is to 
develop a conveyor belt of talent coming 
through and beyond the club so that each child 
can reach their full potential in rugby as an adult. 
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We are fulfilling that role with the many excellent 
players coming through the Youth section. 

Player numbers are on the rise. This is due to the 
quality of coaching that we provide throughout 
the age groups. I can also say that at Under 15 
level, we will now have a B Team. A great 
achievement, bearing in mind that the team 
nearly folded two years ago.

Our work is and always will be a “work in 
progress”. Our satisfaction is seeing the boys and 
girls reach their full potential, many of whom are 
already playing senior rugby with success.

With the Club development in hand, when we 
will have more pitches and hopefully a new state 
of the art clubhouse, the future for Letchworth 
RUFC looks very promising indeed.

Inderjeet Johal
Chairman of the Youth Section

MINI RUGBY NEWS
This section has become a huge part of the club and is full of buoyant youngsters and their parents. 
Coach numbers have doubled and volunteers all increased over the past 12 months.

This year sees the following exciting events occurring for this section – as well as all the usual 
training and match days.

September 27th 2009 North Herts Festival

At the Club:  Teams include Royston, Hitchin, Letchworth, Stevenage 
and guest club Cambridge 

March 19th 2009 Tour to Clacton 

Details to be added by Danny

April 18th 2009 County Festival U7s and U8s

This is a great honour for the section and Danny would appreciate as much help as possible in the 
build up and on the day. Please contact him on 07786 360212.

Look out for regular updates on the website – it should be a cracking season.
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Our Website : www.letchworthrugby.com
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REASONS TO BE SUPPORTING – PART 1!

• Providing Junior and mini Rugby for over 300 children (7-18)

• Providing Top-Level Senior Rugby in London North League 1

• Ever-Rising Overheads 

Rates, Insurance, Water, Rents, Light + Heat, Transport.

• Providing the best in Physiotherapy and coaching.

• Become part of a Friendly and Community Based Organisation.

BUSINESS AROUND RUGBY 
SEASON 2009/10

“A TRULY INNOVATIVE SCHEME”
Stuart Kenny (Letchworth Heritage)

£3,000 (+ VAT) INVESTMENT FOR:-

ADVERTISING

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY

INTERNATIONAL TICKETS
(World Cup and Home Internationals)

BUSINESS COURSES

RECRUITMENT

BUSINESS NETWORKING

“A PACKAGE THAT REALLY GIVES BUSINESS BACK TO THE SPONSORS”
Keith Crofton (Letchworth Roofing Ltd)

Letchworth’s Leading Sponsor

To reserve any of these packages contact

Brian Burke on 07768 274037 / 422555 



 Best Wishes To All Our Sponsors 2009/10 7

1. “OLD FAITHFUL”
Normal Cost

Calendar Advert 120
Web Advert 80
Programme Advert 120
Match Ball Sponsorship 100

£420 +VAT

ALL FOR £300 +VAT
PLUS HIRE OF CLUBHOUSE

(WORTH £150.00)

SAVING £270 ON THE PACKAGE
ABSOLUTELY FREE !

3. “FORWARD & BACK”
Normal Cost

Calendar Advert 120
Web Advert 80
Programme Advert 120
Match Sponsor 500
(Table of 10 for lunch
plus match advertising)

£820 +VAT

ALL FOR £600 +VAT
PLUS HIRE OF CLUBHOUSE

(WORTH £150.00)

SAVING £370 ON THE PACKAGE
ABSOLUTELY FREE !

2. “UP & UNDER”
Normal Cost

Pitchside Board Rental 250
Programme Advert 120
Calendar Advert 120
Web Advert 80
Match Ball Sponsorship 100

£670 +VAT

ALL FOR £450 +VAT
PLUS HIRE OF CLUBHOUSE

(WORTH £150.00)

SAVING £370 ON THE PACKAGE
ABSOLUTELY FREE !

4. “THE LETCHWORTHIAN”
Normal Cost

Pitchside Board Rental 250
Programme Advert 120
Calendar Advert 120
Web Advert 80
Match Sponsorship 500
Match Ball Sponsorship 100
International Ticket Priceless
(for Home International)

£1,170 +VAT

ALL FOR £1000 +VAT
PLUS HIRE OF CLUBHOUSE

(WORTH £150.00)

SAVING £320 ON THE PACKAGE
ABSOLUTELY FREE !

OTHER ADVERTISING
Club House Block £100 per Annum (Your advert on a well sited block)

Match Sponsorship £500

Ball Sponsorship £100

Calendar Sponsorship £120

First Fifteen Player £200

Match Board £250 (Plus cost of Board and Advert)

Man of Match Sponsorship £100

Sponsorship PackagesSponsorship Packages



Sponsor a Game? Contact Burkey 077682740378

IN BRIEF….
Congratulations to Richard ‘Splash’ Thomas who is conquering all before him in the 
Triathlon Challenges he has undertaken for charity.

GET WELL SOON – Wonky Dave – Our 
mesmeric and entertaining South African 
winger narrowly escaped death when a 
gigantic bail fell on him causing a shattered 
pelvis – having already defied the doctors by 
leaving hospital three weeks early – he 
plans to play in the Boxing Day game – we 
wish Helen the best of luck in nursing this 
difficult patient.

Good Luck to Henry Robinson and Rick 
Streets – both off to set the world varsity alight at Leeds and also to wingman Mike 
Stack returning home after two years at Letchworth.

Congratulations to Boof aka Graham Steele past 4th XV Captain, Chairman and 
President who has been elected to the hallowed halls of Life Membership.

Congrats to Giles Cooke on his engagement to Debbie – all those days freezing on the 
touchline were worth it…..Giles!! 



GIRLS U15s and U18s

Last season ended on a big high with 
the second plate title in three years at 
the National Sevens, and two girls who 
played for the club during the season 
turning out for England U20s. But the 
new season is all about new beginnings 
for the girls. After five amazing years all 
but one of the girls who set up the 
section have now moved on and the last 

Letchworth Girls

Good Luck Girls 2009/10
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of the “Originals”– Nikki Alcock – will be 
leading a whole new team.

It’s a tough act to follow – but it is also a 
great time for new girls to begin 
playing. For the first time for several 
seasons there will be a guarantee of a 
full season of fixtures in both the U15 
and U18 age bands. As well as a range 
of fixtures against teams across the 
midlands and south of England, we will 
be combining with Saracens to take part 
in the Thames Valley league, county 
rugby starts in September, and there 
are plenty of festivals to look forward to 
later in the season.

There remains only one problem. We 
remain unique in English rugby because 
hardly any of the girls have brothers or 
fathers playing at the club – in most 
clubs the majority of players have family 
links. There is a huge pool of potential in 

the club that could 
take Letchworth Girls 
to new heights. 

So don’t let your 
sister or daughter lie 
in bed on a Sunday 
morning, or allow her 
to wander up and 
down a touchline. 
R u g b y  i s  f o r  
e v e r y o n e  –  
encourage her to 
have a go at playing 
the game and one 
day the shirt she 
pu l l s  o n  m i gh t  
display a red rose 
instead of a stag!



SIX NATIONS TICKETS 2010SIX NATIONS TICKETS 2010

APPLY NOW

There are two Internationals at Twickenham post Christmas as follows:

thSaturday February 6  v Wales (K.O. 17:00hrs)

thSaturday February 27  v Ireland (K.O. 16:00hrs)

Tickets are available as follows:

Wales £85 (2) £71 (10) £60 (9) £52 (5) £41 (3)

Ireland £85 (2) £71 (6) £60 (6) £52 (3) £41 (3)

As both are likely to be well oversubscribed I will do my best to order 
extra tickets.

You must be a fully paid up member of the Club to apply and as you can 
see from the number of tickets allocated each applicant is limited to a 
maximum of 2 tickets per game.

Send application form below to Graham Steele, 26 Croft Lane, 
Letchworth, SG6 1AP with a cheque made out to Letchworth G.C. 
R.U.F.C. – Business Account.

In the light of scarcity of 6 Nations Tickets you may wish to apply for 
Australia or New Zealand tickets pre Christmas which are still available 

Application Form:
I wish to apply for the following tickets

No of tickets £    Total 

_________ @ _____________ v Wales _____________

_________ @ _____________ v Ireland _____________

I am a fully paid up member and realise tickets will only be used for friends or 
family.  They are never to be sold to strangers and never to be put on E-Bay or other 
similar sales devices 
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WEBSITE
We have a new website! www.letchworthrugby.com
In order to access and receive the latest club 
information, it is very important to create yourself a 
log in to the new club website. It really is very easy 
and requires the minimum amount of online 
knowledge.
Go to www.letchworthrugby.com
- On the top right-hand side - Join Letchworth 
- Enter your details 
- You will then receive an email from Pitchero 
- Click what applies to you ie Player, Member, coach 
etc
If you look after a team then it is important to click 
TEAM ADMIN
The Team Admin role allows a team manager or 
coach to take control of their team pages  without the 
need for full Webmaster access. 
Team Admin will only have access to the following 
features, for their respective team: 
- Team News - Team Selection
- Player & Coaches - Player Statistics 
- Team Photo - Match Reports
- Fixtures & Results - League Tables
Users can apply for Team Admin status in the 
usual way by logging in to Pitchero and selecting 
My Membership from the left hand panel. 
Click Team Admin and a Primary Webmaster will 
review the application.  If you contribute to the web 
site then here are some tips on how to write online 
copy

Introduction 
Writing online content requires a different style to 

writing copy for print. This is because readers tend to 
skim online copy, scanning for facts whilst jumping 
between pages. Consequently there are a number of 
important rules every Webmaster should follow if 
they want to write effective content for the online 
reader. 
Do
1. Keep sentences short and snappy, no longer then 

15-25 words in length
2. Use one idea per sentence
3. Make sure paragraphs are no longer then 3-4 

sentences in length and no longer then 3 lines 
deep

4. Break content up into smaller, logically organised 
sections. Less is more online!

Don't
1. Use long rambling sentences which cover more 

then one point
2. Begin content with long introductions
3. Write long paragraphs. If all else fails try to follow 

the simple Pyramid Style:
a. Start the story with the conclusion such as the 

match result
b. Follow with the most important information 

such as the story of the match
c. Finally, end with the background such as 

league standings and a preview of the next 
game

If you any reason you are having problems then 
contact Keith Bedford 07515 530150 
or email keith@keithbedford.co.uk



LETCHWORTH 1st XV LUNCHES
It is intended to have a lunch prior to every home league game this season 
and so we are looking to expand the base for those coming to lunch and 
organising tables etc.  These events are a lot of fun and great adverts for the 
Club and also can be used as an entertainment outlet for local businesses. 
Places are a mere £20 which includes three course lunch, wine during the 
meal and the league wide famous ‘speed raffle’. We are aiming to achieve 
numbers of between 30/40 per match and given the number of club 
members this should not be impossible. So the challenge is yours – if you 
haven’t been – grab a pal and come for the experience. Maybe raise a table 
of Dads (and Mums) from your junior or mini age group. Or ladies don’t be 
a Saturday rugby widow – get a table together of wives, mum’s or girlfriends 
and have a great afternoon out.
Lunches will be before the following matches:

DATE: TIME:
Chingford September 5th 1 for 1.30
Stevenage September 19th 1 for 1.30
Civil Service September 26th 1 for 1.30
Harpenden October 10th 1 for 1.30
Westcliffe October 24th 1 for 1.30
Eton Manor November 7th 12.30 for 1
Brentwood November 28th 12.30 for 1
Staines December 12th 12 for 12.30
Ruislip January 16th 12 for 12.30
Bury St Edmonds January 30th 12 for 12.30
Woodford February 20th 12.30 for 1
Rochford March 13th 12.30 for 1
Welwyn March 27th 1 for 1.30
Also we are aiming to sponsor every home match. The cost is £500 
which includes a table to 8/10, publicity on the day and an afternoon 
out to remember.
If you or your boss at work is interested contact
Brian Burke on 01462 422555.

EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARYEVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY
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Sporting Lunch ComparisonsSporting Lunch Comparisons
THE GROSVENOR

3 course meal of average quality
served by stroppy waiters.

Wine - Extra
Speaker - Boring Rory Underwood

Port - £80 per bottle
Enjoyment Factor - Average

Cost £150 per head

THE CLUB
Neils Finest 3 course meal

served by smiling Girls.
Wine - Included

Speaker - Boss or Burkey
Port - you might just win some 

Enjoyment Factor - Amazing
Cost £20 per head


